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For Organizations in Alberta
Subject: Opposition to Bill 28 and Defense of Local Library Governance
Dear Premier Smith, Minister Williams, and [Local MLA Name],
On behalf of [Organization Name], I am writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed amendments to the Libraries Act introduced in Bill 28.
Alberta’s public libraries are essential community hubs that have operated accountably for decades under the guidance of locally appointed library boards. Bill 28 threatens this successful model by introducing unprecedented provincial overreach, effectively replacing democratic governance with centralized control.
We are deeply concerned by the sweeping powers this legislation would grant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Despite municipalities providing the majority of library funding, Bill 28 would allow the province to bypass local decision-makers, mandate how materials are managed, and appoint inspectors with the authority to examine library operations. This not only introduces political interference into a trusted public institution but also poses a severe threat to the privacy of library patrons, as inspectors could potentially demand access to private borrowing records.
The government’s stated justification for this bill—restricting youth access to “pornography” or “visual depictions of sex”—misrepresents how public libraries operate and relies on extreme and misleading characterizations to justify sweeping change. These claims do not reflect standard library practice and are unsupported by evidence of any systemic problem. What constitutes “graphic” or “explicit” material is inherently contextual and subject to interpretation, which is precisely why these matters are governed through consistent, professional processes—not the subjective judgment of a single authority. Alberta’s libraries already manage these responsibilities effectively, and recent polling confirms that 82% of Albertans trust their local libraries to make appropriate collection decisions.
We stand with the Coalition of Alberta Public Libraries (CAP Libraries) in affirming that trust is earned through consistency and transparency, not government overreach. We call on the Government of Alberta to withdraw all sections of Bill 28 that apply to the Libraries Act. We urge you to instead engage in a collaborative path forward that respects local decision-making, protects patron privacy, and properly funds any new operational requirements.
Sincerely,
[Your Name/Title]
[Organization Name]
[Contact Information]
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