
	

 

National Forum 
Information for Host Organizations 

About Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération canadienne des 
associations de bibliothèques 
Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération canadienne des associations 
de bibliothèques (CFLA-FCAB) is the united, national voice of Canada’s library 
community.  
 
As the national voice of Canada’s library community, CFLA-FCAB works to: 
 

• advance library excellence in Canada; 
• champion library values and the value of libraries; and 
• influence national and international public policy impacting libraries and their 

communities. 
 
Incorporated in May of 2016, The Federation is a bilingual, non-profit corporation with a 
membership base of library associations and organizations.  CFLA-FCAB serves as a 
consolidated, strong voice advocating nationally for libraries. The Federation is the 
Canadian link to international associations such as the International Federation of 
Library Associations (IFLA), World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and 
l’Association pour l’avancement des sciences et des techniques de la documentation 
(ASTED). 
 
Through a collaborative approach, the Federation advocates for libraries while 
influencing national public policy. CFLA-FCAB Committees and Working Groups include 
members of member organizations ensuring broad and collective participation on key 
issues. CFLA-FCAB Committees include Cataloguing and Metadata Standards 
Copyright, Indigenous Matters, Intellectual Freedom and is seeking to establish an 
Accessibility Committee in the near future. 

CFLA-FCAB National Forum  
The National Forum brings together library leaders and stakeholders from Canada and 
abroad for the purposes of expanding knowledge, sparking ideas, building networks, 
and collaborating on issues that impact our industry.  
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The National Forum is a full day event focusing on critical issues affecting our library 
community and is designed to inform and engage with a focus on public policy 
development.  
 
CFLA-FCAB’s goal is to hold its National Forum in partnership with a member library 
association. 
 
Upon invitation, CFLA-FCAB will work with the host library association to collaborate on 
conference planning in areas such as exhibits, program, events, and overall logistics.  
 
The National Forum is a one-day event held at a time during the conference, to be 
determined by the host library association in collaboration with CFLA-FCAB.  
 
Although a separate event, hosting the National Forum alongside your conference can 
be mutually beneficial for the partnering association and the Federation.  
 
The National Forum will be directly linked to the conference in the following areas:  
 
Exhibits: The Exhibit Hall will be open during the National Forum day as well as a second 
consecutive day for the host conference. This will provide exhibitors the opportunity to 
engage both locally and nationally.  

Program: The National Forum will provide its own program. However, opportunity to 
collaborate and harmonize aspects of the two programs, if and when possible, will be 
encouraged. Liaison roles between the CFLA-FCAB program committee and the host 
conference program committee will be established. There may be an opportunity to 
expand the host library conference program with streams from the national program on 
the first day of the conference while leaving the remaining day(s) of the conference for 
more association-specific and/or local issues and business.   

Registration: CFLA-FCAB will work with the host organization to ensure that the 
registration process is managed and administered in a way that is most efficient for 
both organizations. . Delegates may choose to attend the Forum day only, the host 
association conference, or a combination of both. CFLA-FCAB will encourage Forum 
participants to attend the host association conference. The Joint Conference Planning 
Committee will determine rates.  

Attendance: In order to mitigate travel costs and increase participation in both the 
Forum and the host library conference, other national organizations may be invited to 
host their meetings at the same time and therefore help drive participation at both 
events.  
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Want to Host a Future National Forum? 
If your association is interested in hosting a future National Forum, please send an 
invitation letter to Katherine McColgan, CFLA-FCAB Executive Director at 
kmccolgan@cfla-fcab.ca.  

Please be sure to include the following information in the invitation letter: 

• Name of the person to be the main contact, or a list of executive conference 
planning committee members 

• Month and year of your library conference 
• A brief outline of your typical conference program 
• Suggestions for the timing of the CFLA-FCAB National Forum day 
• Any other information you believe to be helpful in the process 

 
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Katherine 
McColgan or your CFLA-FCAB Board member. 
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